
Welcome!

Mrs Da Silva and Miss K



• Year 6 Expectations

• SATs

• Residential

Our meeting this morning:



Expectations
Children are expected to follow the 

school’s classroom agreement which is on 
display in every room.  There are plenty of 
occasions when we encourage discussion 

but there are times when we ask the 
children to work in silence.  We also try to 

develop the children’s ability to work 
independently.



• Enriching learning – Reading at home, Writing 
shopping lists and revisiting school topics (see our 
Newsletter).

• Attending Workshops to support learning and well-
being – different times during the year.

• 2-way communication – sharing updates, strengths 
and concerns, emails, Newsletters etc.

• Up-to-date contact information.

• Parents’ Evenings and School Events participation.

Parent / Carer Engagement



Attendance
• Attendance is extremely important

• Sickness and diarrhoea 48 hour rule.

• School office can give prescribed and over the 
counter medication.

• Mrs Worsfold is our School Attendance Officer to 
support and improve attendance.

• Holidays and unauthorised absences can be subject 
to fines.



Uniform
• There is a Winter and Summer uniform – see 

handbook and/or website.

• Please can make sure all uniform is labelled. 

• Formal school shoes must be worn.



• Nail varnish and make-up should not be worn at 
school.

• Girls must adhere to school headwear – small bows 
etc.

• Long hair needs to be tied back at all times.

• Cardigans and jumpers must not be tied around 
waists.

• Shirts must be tucked in.

• No jewellery should be worn except for small stud 
earrings and watches (no smart watches). 

Uniform



• No phones allowed in school or on 

the site.

• Only phones allowed are 'brick' 

phones.

• This includes SMART watches.

Consequences:

• Phones would be given to Mr Plumb 

to keep in his office for 2 weeks.

Phones



Rewards and 
Consequences

House Points are used to reward Values.

There are four teams with siblings in the same team.

Farah = red Malala = yellow    

Hawking = green   Watson = blue

 

Merits will be issued for excellent work.



Rewards and 
Consequences

Children’s pegs will move up to gold and platinum for exhibiting 
excellent behaviour above and beyond our high expectations.

Please understand that green is good. We do not expect children to be 
on gold or platinum every day. 

 After a warning, pegs can move down to yellow for poor behaviour. 
This is a fluid system and children always have the opportunity to work 

their way up from yellow by making good choices.

For very serious incidents of poor behaviour (e.g. deliberately hurting 
another child), a red card will be issued. This is rare and we will always 

inform you if this happens. 



• Independence 

• Preparation from Secondary school

• Role models

• Different teachers for different subjects

• Swapping classes

• Mixing groups & classes

• Lockers

• Extra roles & responsibilities

• Trips and end of year activities (play / party etc.)

How Year 6 differs 
from previous years



Morning Routine
• School Gates will open (and be supervised) from 8:30am
• Year 6 gates open just before 8:40am
• Our lessons start at 8:40am. 
• Children enter the Year 6 classrooms (via the Year 6 

patio) at 8:40 and settle straight away to morning 
spelling activities. 

• The Year 6 gates are shut by 8:50am. 
• Late children must report to the office.
• The register is sent at 9:00am and Maths & English 

lessons begin.



Year 6 Planners



Expectations
Children are expected to complete their 
homework each week and we encourage 

them to be responsible for handing it in on 
time – in preparation for Secondary school.

Drop-in Year 6 Homework clubs are 
available on Monday lunch times to 

support with homework.  



Homework

Homework Set Due/Tested

Reading

It is expected that the 

children read a 

minimum of 5 times a 

week and record 

themselves. (Each day)

Reading Records are 

checked daily. 

Times tables Ongoing practise Weekly times table 

tests on Fridays

Tasks

Maths/English/

Topic

Friday

(Subjects will alternate 

each week)

Wednesday



Reading

• Most important homework in Year 6.

• Reading a variety of fiction (different genres and styles) 
and non-fiction.

• We will be trying to challenge the children to read more 
‘age-appropriate texts’ and have a healthy ‘literary diet’.

• Year 6 Recommended reads list.  



2026 findings in the 
National Literacy 
Trust’s reading 
survey reported that 
36.1% of children 
aged 8-18 enjoy 
reading for pleasure. 
That’s a little over 1 
in 3 children. 

The Reading Agency 
state that, “… just 6 
minutes of reading for 
pleasure a day can 
reduce muscle tension 
and stress (in both 
children and adults) by 
up to 68%.”

A child starting EYFS 
who has never been 
read to at home has 
heard 4662 words. 
A children starting EYFS 
who has had 5 picture 
books read to them 
every day has heard 
1,483,300 words. 

Reading



Reading



MyMaths, Times Tables Rockstars and 
IDL

These platforms are used in class to help us monitor 
the progression of pupils. Children may have their own 

unique passwords for these in their planners. 

If possible, please encourage the children to use them 
at home too. Children can receive support when 

working on these at home.



Groups

Children are given work suited to their ability.

Classes do have ability groupings at times but 
we also use mixed ability groupings.

In Year 6, we do not set the children based on 
their ability. We do regularly change the 

groupings and classes. 



Year 6 Interventions
Children are likely to all receive additional support in and out of 

class throughout the year.

This does not necessarily mean they are struggling with 
anything. We use additional support and intervention to push 

children further, give them time for additional practise, time to 
build confidence and sometimes to pre-teach them something 

in advance.

 

If we were concerned about your child’s rates of progress, we 
would get in touch. 



Snacks

In Key Stage 2 children are allowed to bring 
vegetables or a piece of fruit for a snack during 

playtime. 

20p can be brought in to purchase toast or fruit.  

Children are responsible for their own  money.



Lunchtimes – Key Stage 2
• Key Stage 2 have their lunch from 12:15pm - 1:15pm.

• Focus on table manners, values and positive behaviour.

• School dinners offer a packed lunch option (usually cheese, 
ham, tuna or chicken wrap) which can be ordered on the day. 
[Option 4]

• School dinners and school packed lunches have to meet strict 
guidelines.

• Please ensure home packed lunches offer a balanced diet, 
including different food groups and do not include chocolate 
bars.

• We are an Allergy Aware school.



• Our school menu works on a 3 week cycle.

• The menu is on our website under Parents – Lunch Menu.

• We serve good quality food – all prepared from scratch.

• We have a meat and a vegetarian option, plus jacket potato and cold roll / wrap option.

• Allergies are catered for. 

• Children can bring a packed lunch and still try a school meal. 

• On a school Census Day – please ‘try’ a dinner.

• We are a NUT-FREE (Allergy Aware) school.

     Packed Lunch Suggestions:

1. Wrap / Sandwich/Pasta

2. Fruit/Vegetable

3. Treat e.g. crisps, small cake

Would you like your child to have 
a school dinner?



Play Leading
• In Year 6, children are trained to support the 

younger children by working as Play Leaders.

• The children receive some ‘training’ in the first 

term of school and then usually begin after half 

term. 

• Normally, the children really enjoy their time 

being a play leader and it supports their position 

as the role models at Southmead. 



Water Bottles
Children should bring in a named 

water bottle for use during the day.  
We encourage this as a way of 

helping the children to concentrate.   
Also, please ensure that water 

bottles have sports caps to reduce 
spillage.



Toilet
Children are encouraged to go to 

the toilet:

• Before registration

• Break time

• Lunch time

*Exceptions can be made.



P.E.
PE will take place on Mondays  and 
Wednesdays (but can be subject to change).

PE kit consists of a house colour t-shirt and 
black shorts or tracksuit bottoms. 

In cold weather, a black sweatshirt is 
encouraged. Please make sure that PE kit is 

always in a named bag.

We encourage children to take their kits 
home on a Friday to be washed. 

 



P.E.
No jewellery is allowed to be worn at school, except for 

stud earrings and watches – no smart watches.

Watches must be removed for PE and Swimming.

  

The children are responsible for their belongings.

If children wear earrings, they will be asked to take 
them out for PE. We can no longer request they are 

taped due to Health and Safety guidelines.



How we ensure consistency 
across Year 6

Teachers plan their lessons 
together to ensure continuity 

across the classes.  However, we 
adapt all our lessons to the 

needs of our particular class so 
experiences may vary.



School Policies
School policies, e.g. child protection and 
behaviour, can be found on the school 

website.



This Term:
Braunton at War

• History – Braunton during World War 2

• Reading – Goodnight Mr Tom

• Science – Light & Electricity

• RE – Why do Hindus want to be good? What does it 

mean to be a Muslim in Britain today?

• Computing – Office and PowerPoint skills, Scratch 

coding &  E- Safety

• MFL –‘Everyday life & Where I live and where you live

• Music – Trumpets (Autumn term for one class & Spring 

term for the other)

• PSHCE – All about me & Celebrating difference

• DT – Make do and Mend



Some of the books we read 
this year…



• Braunton Museum and Village walk 

• Eden Project trip

• Residential trip 

Year 6 trips and visits



End of the Day…
• Afternoon lessons finish at 3.10pm.

• This is when children start getting ready for home so 
it can take a little time for ALL children to be ready to 
leave the classroom.

• If children walk to the gate, a different playground,  
the park or home on their own, we need written 
permission, signed and dated by a parent. Thank you 
to all of those who have organised this already. 



o Breakfast Club and After School Club are 
available.

o After School Club includes food.

o Easy to book using MCAS (My Child At School) 
and you can also pay on the day.

o After School Club run by Mrs Parr and Mr 
Cowley.

Southmead +



Communication

• We believe that communication is key to establishing 
good relationships with children and their families. 

• Most importantly face to face communication is 
vital. Please speak to an adult on the gate either 
before or after school if you have any queries or 
concerns or get in touch via the school office. 
Information will be passed on to the appropriate 
member of staff. 

• Please email admin@southmead.devon.sch.uk if you 
have any queries or need information from the 
school / class teacher. 

mailto:admin@southmead.devon.sch.uk


How do we communicate with you? 

• MCAS– Please sign up to this. You can obtain a unique 
username and password from the school office staff. 

• Newsletters and emails are sent via MCAS.

• All newsletters are available on our school website. If you would 
prefer a paper copy please speak to someone in the school 
office. 

• Links to other pages / information and community events can 
also be found on our newsletter, as well as links to view the 
newsletter in different languages. 

• Emails or texts relevant to year groups or groups of children are 
sent by parent pay.



How do we communicate with you? 

• This information will also be included on Year group pages on the 
school website.  

• Individual emails will be sent from admin. 

• Google forms, for example, when relating to trips and visits, will 
be sent via parent pay. This link will need to be copied and 
pasted into your browser and you do not need a google account 
to access this. 

• Facebook and Instagram are also other places to keep in touch. 
Visit facebook@southmeadPS or Instagram@southmeadps 



Year 6 Webpage

We update a notice board on our Year 6 webpage frequently. Although we aim this at 

the children, this is a great place to look for information regarding Year 6 specifically. 



Making an appointment

If you need to see one of the 
teachers, you’ll need to make 

an appointment with the 
office. This is because we 

often have other after school 
commitments.



• We always appreciate extra help in school. If hearing 
readers does not appeal, there are always lots of other 
jobs that need doing, including practical tasks and 
gardening.

• Please speak to our school office if you are able to help.

Volunteers



Transition to Secondary 
School

• The transition to Secondary school can be challenging and 
nerve-racking for the children. 

• A lot of our year is about gradually preparing them for this 
change. 

• If you feel your child is getting especially anxious about the 
transition to Secondary school (or other Year 6 school related 
things e.g. SATs / friendships / etc.), please make us aware so 
we can support them. Sometimes the children can be very 
good at covering these things up at school. 



Transition to Secondary 
School

• We encourage you to book book tours for you and 
your children to go on of local Secondary schools - 
these can often be arranged through their school 
office. If you could let us and the school office know 
beforehand, we would appreciate it. If you can help 
us by getting the children to register in school before 
taking them (if this is logistically possible), that 
would support their attendance figure. 



SATs Information Year 6 



What are SATs? 

● Standardised Assessment Tests 

● Used to obtain a nationally recognised and 

comparable level of attainment at the end of Key 

Stage Two.

● Taken in normal school hours, under exam 

conditions. 

● Papers are sent away to be marked and we will 

receive results in July.  

● Greater depth questions are included.



English 

Grammar, punctuation and spelling test: 

Paper 1 short answer questions 

Paper 2 spelling

English Reading test:

Reading booklet and associated answer booklet

Mathematics test:

Paper 1: arithmetic

Paper 2: reasoning

Mathematics test:

Paper 3: reasoning

Monday 

10th May

Tuesday 

11th May

Wednesday 

12th May 

Thursday 

13th May 

When are they?



SATs at Southmead

● Although the children have experienced tests throughout 
their time at Southmead, this will be the children’s first 

experience of formal tests. 

● We want the children’s experience to be a positive one – as 

this will be something they remember and build on moving to 

Secondary school. 

● At Southmead we take a more relaxed approach to preparing 

for SATs. Whilst we believe in preparing the children, to 
enable them to feel confident, we try to make the whole 

SATs process as relaxed, fun and light-hearted as possible. 

● Although this may sound strange, most children come out of 

the SATs week saying they enjoyed it and feeling a sense of 

achievement. 



Grammar, Punctuation 

and Spelling… GPS or SPaG

Paper 1: Questions

 45 minutes

 50 marks

Externally marked

Paper 2: Spelling

 -- minutes

 20 marks

Externally marked



Some of the topics covered include:

● Noun phrases

● Semi colons

● Hyphens

● Conjunctions

● Adverbials

● Determiners

● Modal verbs

● Relative clauses

● Passive and active forms

● Possessive and relative pronouns

● Simple, progressive and perfect tenses.
 

Content



SPaG QUESTIONS



SPaG QUESTIONS



SPaG QUESTIONS



SPaG QUESTIONS



creature, enough, reception, numb, division, sighed, navigation, 

thoughtful, offered, muscle, curiously…, courage, disagreement, 

pyramid, excellent, generous, chorus, tongue, accidentally, 
deceive. 



Paper 1: Questions

 60 minutes

 50 marks

Externally marked

Reading



Types of questions

Vocabulary, vocabulary, vocabulary, inference… and reading!

Approx 20% questions are gained by children explaining the 

meaning of words in context.

Approx 25% questions are gained by retrieving information.

Over half the questions ask children to infer the meaning and 

justify answers using evidence.

Reading



What you can do at home to help…

“Find the word that means…” e.g. annoyed.

Quick fact finding questions e.g. “What year did… ?”

“Why didn’t Jen want to go to Gran’s house?”
“In the last paragraph Jen doesn’t want to go to her Gran’s house. Give me two 

reasons why she doesn’t want to go.”

Reading



There will be a selection of question types, including:

Ranking/ordering: ‘Number the events below to show the 

order in which they happen in the story.’

Labelling: ‘Label the text to show the title of the story.’

Find and copy: ‘Find and copy one word that suggests what 

the weather is like in the story.’

Short constructed response: ‘What does the bear eat?’

Open-ended response: ‘Look at the sentence that begins 

Once upon a time. How does the writer increase the tension 

throughout this paragraph? Explain fully, referring to the text 

in your answer.’

2 marks

1 marks

1 marks

1 marks

3 marks



Reading



SATs are in May, but Writing is Teacher Assessed with a 

deadline at the end of June.

Throughout this year and during the two months following the 

SATS tests, time is spent collecting a bank of evidence of 

good quality writing from children, showing that they can meet 

a range of criteria for KS2.

Local schools peer moderate and share results with each 

other.  We also get moderated every few years, and they ask 

for evidence of peer moderation too.

Writing



Writing



Paper 1: Arithmetic
 30 minutes

 40 marks

Externally marked

Paper 1: Reasoning
 40 minutes

 35 marks

Externally marked

Paper 1: Reasoning
 40 minutes

 35 marks

Externally marked

Mathematics



Arithmetic p1    30 minutes    40 marks

= 2331 ÷ 37
= 20 – 4 x 2  

Mathematics



Arithmetic p1    30 minutes    40 marks

Mathematics



Reasoning p2 & 3    40 minutes    35 marks

Mathematics



Reasoning p2 & 3    40 minutes    35 marks

Mathematics



Reasoning p2 & 3    40 minutes    35 marks

Mathematics



Reasoning p2 & 3    40 minutes    35 marks

Mathematics



At school...

Additional lessons / interventions before SATs

... for varying groups of children at various times

... for a few children during the afternoon with TA support

...early morning sessions for focussed groups

Children will do the SATs in the classrooms.  

Displays will have been covered - looks different.



At school...

Breakfast throughout the week before the tests

Lots of PE in the afternoon!

Apart from the reading test, the children can ask

for any word/ phrase/ question to be read out to

them.



What you can do to help?

• Lots of reassurance
• ‘Just do your best’

• Make us aware if you think your child is becoming more 

nervous 
• Academically, the first thing we would suggest to support is to 

read with your child. This can make a significant difference (and 

not just to their reading score). 
• Please avoid printing test papers and completing this at home. 

This can make it challenging for us to get a true awareness of 

how children are doing if they have seen a paper before. Also, it 
can put too much pressure on the child – especially when they 

see content they have not seen at school yet. This can add to 

the pressure.



What you can do to help?

During the actual SATs week:

• Lots of reassurance & positivity

• Early nights - your child is likely to be more tired than 

usual.

• Try to help them get some fresh air each day

• Additional snacks or things in their lunch boxes 



What happens afterwards?

• Papers are sent off to be externally marked and are 

returned electronically, in July.  

• Raw marks are converted into a Scaled Score.

100 (and above) is the expected standard.

Greater Depth is mostly above 110

<99 shows that further support may be necessary.

• Conversions are calculated afterwards...  

It’s difficult to predict, and Teacher Assessment for 

Maths and Reading is no longer required.



JCA Condover Hall – Shropshire 

Monday 21st June to Friday 25th June

JCA Condover Hall  is our preferred 

choice because:

• Price (in comparison with other centres), 

• Variety of activities 

• Water sports availability

• 5 days

• Security

• The skills we want the children to get 

from the trip e.g. confidence, 

independence & team building

• This is where we went last year and it 

was a really successful trip. 

Year 6 Residential



https://www.jca-adventure.co.uk/activity-centres/condover-hall/

https://www.jca-adventure.co.uk/activity-centres/condover-hall/ 

https://www.jca-adventure.co.uk/activity-centres/condover-hall/
https://www.jca-adventure.co.uk/activity-centres/condover-hall/
https://www.jca-adventure.co.uk/activity-centres/condover-hall/
https://www.jca-adventure.co.uk/activity-centres/condover-hall/
https://www.jca-adventure.co.uk/activity-centres/condover-hall/
https://www.jca-adventure.co.uk/activity-centres/condover-hall/
https://www.jca-adventure.co.uk/activity-centres/condover-hall/
https://www.jca-adventure.co.uk/activity-centres/condover-hall/




• Kayaking

• Aeroball

• Orienteering

• Zip wire

• Fencing

• Archery

• High Ropes

• Team building & 

     problem solving 

• Laser maze

• Sensory trail

Some of the 
activities:















• JCA leader’s activity e.g. disco, games & campfire

• Wind-down time before bed: Favourite book, small 

cuddly toy, drawing paper, small puzzles etc

Evening activities:







Sample timetable:



Accommodation





Food – Sample Menu



Food – Sample Menu





Kit list



• Total cost: £515 (if 48 children attend)

Payment schedule:

When? Amount
Thursday 15th October £40

November £79

January £79

February £79

March £79

April £79

May £80

Finances

When you log into your MCAS account you should see the total cost for 

your child and the dates the amounts are due by. 



• £40 deposit is due by Thursday 15th October if you want 
your child to go (if the trip is going ahead). 

• We are unlikely to be able to get additional spaces after 
this date (due to the centre & coach size). 

• If you want to pay for the trip in larger quantities, you can. 
The payment schedule is required due to JCA requiring 
school to pay in instalments throughout the year.

• If you have concerns about the financial aspect of this trip, 
please speak with either Mr Plumb or Mrs Major (our 
school business manager). 

• Please make sure you have push notifications enabled 
with the MCAS app so that you can get reminders when 
payments are due. 



Do you have any questions?



Thank you for 

attending.

Please can we ask you to 

make sure you have signed 

the register before you leave. 
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